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The Bernhardt management will not
look back upon last weeks engagement of

the French actress in Washington with a i

great amouDt of pleasure for trjth to tell j

the theatregoers of the Capital llil cot
patronize the performance at the Na lonal
Theatre In large enough numbers to make

Ji8 visit one of much profit either to Mr i

Grau or Mr Raplsy The prodw tiocs
were admirable the work of Mme Bern-

hardt
¬

and M Coquelln and the other mem ¬

bers of the company being worthy of the
highest commendation but the charge of

4 for an orchestra seat and a correspond ¬

ingly high tariff for the other portions of

the theatre served to Keep people an ay

from the National during the engagement

The Columbia with Lulu Glaser in Sweet
Anne rage enjoyed a week of large
houses while Chases with a good bill to
celebrate the second anniversarj of Mr
Chases local management large Homer
enough to accommodate the evenng au-

diences
¬

Frou Frou at the Lafayette
and Superba at the Academy pleaded all
who saw them The Bijou with the Lit-

tle
¬

Egypt company and Kcrnans with
The Australian Burlesquers both at-

tracted
¬

good sized gatherings
The Columbia will this week present

Louis Mann and Clara Lipman in a new
comedy entitled All en Account of
Eliza which has been accorded a good
deal of praiso in other cities The Na-
tional

¬

will have the Grau Savage English
Opera Company from the Metropolitan
Opera House New York City in a varied
repertoire of favorite operas Chases will
present another bill that appears to be
unusually strong while the Lafayette will
put forward The Charity Ball The at-

traction
¬

at the Academy of Music will be
a sensational melodrama calb d The
Convicts Daughter Kenrans will offer
The Jolly Grass Widows and the Bijou

will present The Royal Burlesquers

The Columbia All on lecount of
Kllrn

Louis Mann and Clara Lipman two ot
the most entertaining players on the
stage today and who have won much pop ¬

ularity In The Girl From Faris The
Telephone Girl and other pieces of sim-

ilar
¬

charactei will be the attraction at
the Columbia this week beginning tomor-
row

¬

night when they will present their
latest success All on Account of Eliza
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Clara Lipninn in All on Account of
Kliin nt the Columbia Thcntre
ThU Week

This comsdy which was especially
written for them Leo Deltrlchstoin is
said to have proved one ot the most gen ¬

uine laughing hits of the present season
and has been enthusiastically recled
wherever presented It was first pro ¬

duced at the Garrlck Theatre New York
where Mr Mann and Miss Lipman by two
entertaining impersonations carried It to
Instant success Its career in the me-

tropolis
¬

was cut short at the end of a
month ot crowded houses b contracts
calling for its appearance elsewhere It
ought to be mentioned that all the
fun Is clean and wholesome and that
there is not a trace of The Clrl From
Iarls or any of her froth associates

The scene of the new comedy Is a little
village In New York State the heroine Is
a city girl who compelled to work for
her liing secures the post of village
school teacher The other leading char-
acter

¬

is the German English chairman ot
the school trustees he has a superbly
developed sense of humor a big heart
and funniest dialect that Mr Mann
has cer displayed The school teacher
Eliza Carter by name shocks the
straight laced village dames by her city
ways They object to her dress her man-
ners

¬

and her songs and wildly miscon-
strue

¬

her most innocent actions As a re-

sult
¬

they violently demand her expulsion
The men headed by the bresldcnt of der
poard of drusdees take her part A
meeting of the trustees Ib called the
teacher appears In the dress which gles
offence singe the songs which scandalize
the village dames and wins the whole
board to her support As a consequence
the Tillage becomes divided Into two
camps The wires lock the doors in their
husbands faces and the latter camp out
and Mr Mann and Miss Lipman as the

Bresldent and the roguish teacher rush
the fun along so unremittingly for nearly
three hours that they keep their aud-
iences

¬

In a constant rear of laughter and
make AH on Account ot Eliza one of
the most diverting comedies yet seen

Tlif ntlnnl KiikIIaIi firniKl Oprrft
event In the musical year has ex ¬

cited such pronounced Interest as Wash-

ingtons
¬

only season of grand opera
which begins at the National Theatre to-

morrow
¬

night when the Metropolitan
English Grand Opera Company will make
Its 2rfl appearance in this city The or ¬

ganization Is under the direction of Mr
Maurice Grau and Mr Henry W Savage
and comes from the Metropolitan Opera
House New York

The engagement Is for one week with
matinees on Wednesday and Saturday
The prl es range from JO cents to 2 and
are easily within every Income being
about third of tho amount usually
chargnd for similarly elaborate produc ¬

tions of grand opera Eight performances
rill be given In English those operas
bavins been selected which contributed
In the greatest degree to the popularity
ot the company during Its tenancy of the
Metropolitan Opera House The artistic

qulpment of the company includes a
group of talented singing artists an all
Americtn chorus of one hundred a ballet

I of twenty and an orchestra of fifty The
I scenery costumes accessories electrical
I effecs and armor have been brought In

their entirety from New York where the
productions were much admired fr their

i beauty and appropriateness The operas
aiid casts hae been arranged as follows

I Vida Monda night nU Phoebe Mrakosch
i imncri louisc JleMinijer I hadame Ilulip

llrozil tirena ro Winfred Gofl Itamfls Lcmp- -

ncrc Prinslc the hu E hniglit a Pnct- -

ess Delia Nnrn
I I just Tu ia night Faust IJojd dAub

Jgne jlentmp Homer I ind Mephistophilew
Clarence Nliitchill Sicbel hate Condon Wag
ner F 1 Bole Marguerite Grace Van Mud
difird Martha Delia

The llohrmian Girl Wednesday matinee
Tliaddci Harrv Davie Anmc Grace Golden
IkTiMirmf F J Bojle Count Vrnhcim

lo inglc Queen ot the tiynues Loum Jleiws
lingcr

Canncn ilnedav evening Carmen elle
de us an Km Jose Barron llerthald I soamillo
VAiIliain Iaull Zuniga F J Boyle Uemendad
Fra Itanncy Dancairo B V Knight Mercedes
Delia Niven Frawjuita Maude Kanej Micaela

raie an Muddifurd
II Tnivalore Thurvday night Main ire Bar ¬

ren llerthald Count de I una Vinlred God
Fcrrando L hnight Ij unon Grace Golden
Azucena Ixuie Mudslinger

Lnliingnn FiliU night tohenfmn Philip
Browl Tilramund Homer LInd the hinz
Carenee vvhilelull the Herald Winded Ootf

Lisa Phoebe i trakotih Ortrude lyiuw Melw
hngrr

Tht Mikado aturdar matinee The Jlitado
Avlnfrrd Coff anU Poo Iloid DAuligne
Pooh Ball Leirjriere Pnncle Ko Xo F P
Tcmpli Plvh Tuh F J Boilc Frank
Itanncy km lum Grace Golden Pitti mf
Zelie de lussan Peep Bo Kate Condon hatiha
Louise Meislinger

Caallcna Kulicana Saturday antuzza
Phoebe Mraluch Ixa Kate Condon Lucia
Delia Nivm Turiddu Barron BertlaM lino

was not find

by

too

the

No

one

tlen

Nee Ban

1 Pasliaeci Nedda Zelic de
Luskin Cmo rinhn Xlrorel
Coff ilwo William TauU
Daurs

Tonio W Infrol
Ieppo Harry

The Lnfnjrtti The Chnrlt llnll
The Lafayette Square Stock Company Is

preparing to make the revival of Tho
Charity Ball this week a notable the-

atrical
¬

event in Washington The fact that
this play Is one of the greatest successes
of thoe two successful authors David
Belasco and the late Henry C De Mille
Rhould ttamp it as an excellent vehicle
and the management of the Lafayette
company is doing ever thing in its power
tc give it fully as strong a presentation as
It has ever heretofore bad Scenery has
been especially prepared for this weeks
bill and it Is said the Lafayettes scenic
artUtn have produced some excellent ef¬

fects The reproduction of the foyer of
the Metropolitan Opera Houre In New York
is an especially artitic piece of work The
pla will be costumed with more than
usual carp and It is one thit admits of
artistic dressing- - The production will
bring out the full strength of the eom
panj Mr Onnoade will play John Van
Uuren and Miss Haswcll Ann Kruger
the two principal characters created by
Herbert Kelcey and Georgia Cavvan In the
original production John T Sullivan will
be sten as Dick Van Burcn Miss Alma
Kruger will appear as 1hyllls Lee and
Miss Grayce Scott will enact tho part of
Befs Van Buren

As has been announced the prices for
this week will be 25 and SO cents for the
nlsht and Saturday matinee performances
This movement has been Inaugurated by
Mr Berger as being In line with the
prices ot the winter stock companies In
all the principal cities The company at
the same time Is belcg strengthened and
its ensemble work gradually perfected
with a view to giving Washington the very
best performances that can be produced
In the stock company line for the least
monc

The Grand Vnutlcvllle
There Is a prediction of vaudeville

things eminently great In the announce ¬

ment for Chases thiB week Heading a
list of acts which promises to prove one
of the very best of the season Mr Chase
presents a plavcr who has been accorded
the dt served compliment of being one of
the greatest of American character ac-

tors
¬

He Is J E Dodson whose work
In the companies of Charles Frobman
Including the Empire Theatre Stock was
alwava moot delightful In entering vau-

deville
¬

it must not be supposed that Mr
Dodson has left the drama and Its power
of enthrnllment behind Instead he s
said to have brought a particularly bright
and artistic bit of drama into the new
Geld And assisted by a company of four
carefully selected plavcrs presents In
thirty minutes a miniature romantic play
containing all the essentials of plot at-
mosphere

¬

and finish of the most elab-
orate

¬

of legitimate productions It will
be remember by most playgoers that one

I of Mr Dodsons bet portrayals was that
I ot the character of Richelieu in Under

the Hed Robe Suggested by that part
he chose as his first vaudeville vehicle
a one act play entitled Richelieus
Stratagem Mr Dodsons company in ¬

cludes W I Clarke Lawrence Griffith
D T Neville and Gertrude Perry all
reputed to be capable players

The second headline feature of the bill
will be provided by the well known vau-
deville

¬

sketch artists Sager Mldgley and
Gertie Carlisle who are among the fore ¬

most In their line of work They will
present a Juvenile rural comedy After
School Cherldab Siripson the singer
and comedienne will be heard In several
selections Hal Davis and Inoz Macauley
have what is said to be the best sketch
of their career It was written by Will
Cressy and Is entitled One Christmas
Eve Will H Murphy and Minnie Allen
will present for the first time here The
Bifurcated Girl reputed to be a novelty
that Is truly exceptional One of the
finejt acts of the bill should be that of
Adele Purvis Onrl who will give a
unique Juggling and balancing perform ¬

ance on an ever revolving ball Sho will
be assisted by Little Tsuda an Ingenious
Jap who will appear In the finale as an
evil spirit In whirlwind tumbling while
Miss Onri is performing her original
spherical serpentine dance creation Mae
Shields and her pickaninnies and Gordon
H Eldrld an eccentric comedian and vo
calUt will conclude the programme

The III Jim lti j nl riurlFMiiicrk
The attraction at the New Bijou for thiB

week commencing with the Monday mat-

inee
¬

will be the Clark Brothers Royal
Burlesquers said to be one of the
strongest and best vaudeville aggrega ¬

tions now traveling
Heading the list of performers arc Kel-

ly
¬

and Adams versatile sketch artists
Coulter and Starr In black face songs
and dnnccs Blxlcy nnd Hughes tho tramp
and the tough girl Leslie and Adame the
singing soubrettcs Ludlnla a coon sing-
er

¬

the Lazelles horizontal bar perform-
ers

¬

the twelve Mignonettes In an electri-
cal

¬

gavotte and Judson Williams In Illus-
trated

¬

songs and animated pictures The
entire performance concludes with the
burletta in one scene entitled The Gay
Travelers ald to be free from suggost
lvencss and interpreted by the entire com ¬

pany

Aciulriaj The Convict Dnahtcr
The Convicts Daughter a new five

act sensational melodrama by J A Fra
ser Jr will bo tho attraction at tho Acad ¬

emy this week It la described as a gi ¬

gantic scenic production containing real
Ism love passion and other heart-Int- er
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est features comedy heroism and self
sacrificing devotion From start to finish
it abounds In sensations and startling cli-

maxes
¬

The plot is original and reveals a story
of intense human interest Briefly it Is
this William Woodford nicknamed

Weary Willie a bright philosophical
tramp one of the leading characters In
the plav is sentenced to life Imprison-
ment

¬

on the charge of killing his own
brother although Innocent of the crime
At the close of the play Jack Warburton
the hero and Edith the heroine arc mar-
ried

¬

the vlllian Mr Blackadder Is ban ¬

ished and there Is a happy family and a
happy Weary Willie tho magnani-
mous

¬

lojal tramp The usual Tuesday
Thurdav and Saturday matinees will be
given

IvernniiN Jollj- - Grnp WIiIowm
The Jolly Grass Widows conceded by

many to be one of the best burlesque or-

ganizations
¬

on the road will make Its
Initial appearance in Washington at Kcr-

nans
¬

Lvccum Theatre tomorrow This
company Is under the direction of Miaeo
and Fulton well known theatrical man-

agers
¬

which should be sufficient guaran-
tee

¬

of Its goodness It Introduces about
the cleverest lot of people seen at Kcr-
nans

¬

this season Its chief charm Is the
number of its pretty girls and the fai t
that Its comedians are real funmakers

Mile Dika the Parisian artiste and
Carrie Fulton the popular soubrette are
the principals in the two burlesques that
open and close the show There Is also
introduced Nature one of the most
fascinating novelties of the present day
Those who enjoy seeing things really nov-
el

¬

nnd up to date can be satisfied by at-

tending
¬

the Lyceum this week Among
the principal stars of the company are
Paulo and Dlka Hodge Hayward and
Lancaster Lorenz and Ilalpln Howard
and Moore Gussie Vivian and Allen anl
Allen

NEXT WEEKS ATTRACTIONS

Tlit-- National Mnj Irwin
Jolly May Irwin will be next weeks

attraction at the National Theatre and
will present her newest eomedy Madgo
Smith Attorney which has Just com ¬

pleted a successful New York engage ¬

ment nt the Bijou Theatre The piece
is said to afford Miss Irwin an opportu-
nity

¬

to introduce a number of coon
songs in the second act and if reportu
are to be believed the rctund come-
dienne

¬

has several new offerings in her
peculiar line this year which are re-

markably
¬

catchy The company will In-

clude
¬

a number of the old favorites no-

tably
¬

Mr Sparks and Mr Martlnettl
both capable funmakers and able lieu-
tenants

¬

for Mlbs Irwin

The Cnlniuliln leter I Ditile
Poter F Dallcy and his company are

announced for the Columbia Theatre next
week In his latest successful comedy

Hodge Podge E Co with which he has
Just concluded a long run at the Madison
Square Theatre New York Hodge
Podge Co Is an adaptation from the
German by Geoge V Hobart It lays
little claim to plot and was selected for
Mr Dally principally because It contain ¬

ed a plot particularly well adapted to
his peculiarities The genial Peter is said
to be seen at his best In this piece and
as he is surrounded by a strong company
and a bevy of pretty girls he should be
seen In his happiest vein next week The
company is a large one consisting of
sixty people

The piece is liberally sprinkled with new
songs throughout the entire performance
and Mr Dailey has several new hits In-

cluding
¬

My Sunflower Sue Cindy and
My Charcoal Charmer

The Aruilemr of Mimic Al II WHaon
A new German comedian will make his

appearance at the Academy of Music

net week when Al H Wilson will be

tn In The Wateh on the Rhine writ ¬

ten by Sydney R Ellis It is said that in
The Watch on the Rhine Mr Ellis

has given tbo star many opportu-
nities

¬

to dlsplav his versatility and also
sing a number of catchy songs among
them Lovo Is All In All My Little
Frauleln A Soig of Home The Tea
Kettlo Song In Tyrol and When
Parading There will be the udal Tues-
day

¬

Thursday and Saturday matlntes
during the engagement

The Grnml I nip I re nuilrv lllc Coin
puny

Next week at Chases New Grand will
be marked by the first appearance In this
city of tho Empire Fashionable Vaudovll
Hans a comlnatlon of polite vaudeville
entertainers headed by Johnstone Bennett
and including many other players equally
ab well known in Washington Other fea-
tures

¬

of the Empire programme will be
supplied by George Felix and Lydla tarry
the Bison City Quartette Kitty Mltciell
the Toblns Paullnettl and Piquo Martl ¬
nettl and Sutherland and Ivan Tschernoff
the latter presenting Europes most fa-
mous

¬

animal act

THE PASSING SHOW

The engagement of the Bernhardt
Coquclln Company at the Natiousl The ¬

atre last week was a great disappoint-
ment

¬

to the management from a financial
point of view for Washingtonlans refused
to respond to the Invitation to walk up
to the box office and deposit four dollars
for an orchestra chair although the gal-

lery
¬

for which a charge of one dollar
was made was crowded at each perform ¬

ance
When the business representative of

Maurice Grau announced that four dollars
was to be the beat tariff Manager Rapliy
demurred and advised a lower rate taking
the position that local theatre patrons
would not pay the Grau price But the
representative was film In his Instruc-
tions

¬

with the result that the two great ¬

est players of tho Frcneh stage were wel-
comed

¬

by houses that were only about
half filled downstairs most of the time
The same condition of affairs prevailed n
New York whore five dollars was asked
for seats nnd at Philadelphia three weeks
ago where the same scale of prices that
was asked In this city prevailed

From Washington the Bernhardt com ¬

pany go to Chicago a city famous In tho
theatrical world for cheap entertainments
and there is every chance that the record
ot poor audiences will continue in the
Windy City

The adveitlscments and press notices of
Trou Frou showed at the Lafavetle

last week stated that the piece was by
Alexander Dumas pcre ou lis the crudlto
press agent failed to state It made no
difference that Dumas had absolutely
nothing lo do with tho authorship ot tho
famous play which was as a matter of
fact written by Mellhae and Holvey two
of the most celebrated of French dra-
matists

¬

ot tbelr day It Is tho proper
thins nowadavs whenever a press agent
does not have accurate Information con ¬

cerning the origin of a piece to ascribe It
to Dumas either one for the public lias

a vague Ideal that a Dumas work cannot
tc otherwise than good which is of
course ihe lmpressIon the press agent
seeks to conVey

Frou FrouV was adapted for the native
stage by the late Augustln Daly some
twenty Dve yprsaago and It la the Daly
version which IsiJgenerally used now-
adays

¬

althoufcti Miss Olga Nethersole has
made her owrjVeflon of the drama The
original Dalyproduction served to intro-
duce

¬

to New yorlc theatre goers Agnes
Ethel whose Interpretation of Gilberte
made her famous Miss Ethel retired
from the stage dqring bcr m st prosper ¬
ous days and married a wealthy resident
of Buffalo N Y where she still resides
She ha8 never relinquished her liking for
matters theatrical and Is often to be
found among the first night audiences
when important presentations are made
in Gotham Frou Frou by the way
was among the very first pieces that en-
joyed

¬

a New York run of one hundred
nights

Apropos of Trou Frou Clara Lipman
well known to Washingtonlans as the
frisky and frolicsomo Julie Don Uon tf
The Girl from Paris and later sen in
The Telephone Girl and scheduled this

week to appear at the Columbia with her
husband Louis Mann in All on Account
of Eliza has a strong liking for the role
of Gilberte and avers that she will play
It next season In an elaborate produa Ion
of the Mellhac nnd Holvcy piece She is
verv enthusiastic over the pobsiblilties of
the part and spends most of her spare
time studying the many opportunities it
affords She possesses an exact copy of
the original prompt book of Frou Frou
which was presented to her last summer
In Paris where the brilliant and unfor-
tunate

¬

Aimee Desclee created the role of
Gilberte

During a recent Interview In which
Miss Lipman spoke of her desire and de-

termination
¬

to essay the part she said
Did jou ever hear the story of Frou

Frous first presentation No I thought
of It last summer as I stood at the grave
of poor Desclee Here It Is After the
authors had read their comedy to the
manager of the theatre the latter Imme-
diately

¬

decided on tho actress who was to
create Gilberte When the authors heaid
her name they very politely said no It
not she who then the manager wished
to know The authors named Aiineo
Desclee The manager roared with laugh-
ter

¬

It was a Joke It was absurd It was
Impossible Desclee he protested was of
no real importance in his company she
could not act and she was barely tol-

erated
¬

by his audiences They had even
laughed at her serious efforts She would
ruin the play The authors who had for
months been watching the work of the
unfortunate actress at whom the man-
agers

¬

audiences bad laughed believed she
was a genius and stood firm It should
De uesciee or nobody ine manager was
forced to yield

The night of the performance came
Desclee made her first entrance as unaf-
fectedly

¬

as If she were In her own draw-
ing

¬

room The audience received her
coldly as usual and at the end of the first
net had not begun to thaw At the end
of the second act she had wrung from
them a round of aDDlause At the end of
the third act theyjsere standing on their
seats frantically waving tneir nanuKer
chlefs and all aides declaring that a new
star had risen The manager rushed to
Desclees dressing room and told her of
the tremendous bit she had made

Indeed she replied bitterly I hope
it will last long enough to enable me to
pay for GIlberteBowns It did last
Every new part was a new triumph And
then in the midst of her success an Ill-

ness
¬

developed that eventually killed her
but for months previous to her diatb she
appeared on the stage night after night
In awful agoni Shortly before tho end
ic writing to afrlend she said Is It not
sad A lifetime of struggle toll en-

deavor
¬

I reschtne port at last and I
sink In harbor

Simultaneous lib the announcement by
Manager Berber of a reduction in tne
price of seats at both the evening and
matinee performances of the Lafavette
stock company comes the news of the en-

gagement
¬

of a new engenue Miss Grayce
Srott Miss Scott will be remembered as
a formej member of the Columbia Thea-
tre

¬

stock company of four jears ago
when Katherine Grey James O Barrows
and A S Lipman were promnent players
whose names were regularly en the bill

Prior to her engagement with the Co-

lumbia
¬

company Miss Scott she was
plain Grace then was in the chorus of
Klaw S Erlangcrs production ot Palmer
Coxs Brownies She was consll
cred even at that period of her stage
career good enough looking to occupy a
position at the end of the first row and
her pretty face and vivacity won for her
a large share of praise She has since
had considerable experience with stock
companies her husband Mr Thomas Gif
fin being manager of several prosperous
organizations notably at Denver and
until very recently at St Louis

If Miss Scotts engagement is perma-
nent

¬

the patrons ot the Lafavette will
have much to Le thankful for

The overture to Tannhauser to-

gether
¬

with a Magsanet suite will form
the nucleus of tho programme to be given
by the Wrbhinglon Philharmonic Orches-
tra

¬

at Its second concert of the season at
the Columbia Theatre tho evening of
February 3 The other numbers will be
In keeping while the artist who will as ¬

sist at the concert will be a well known
singer

In order to ensure a financial success
as well as an artistic one at its second
concert the orchestra has Interested the
Washington lodge of Elks in Its well
beug with tho result that the Elks have
contracted for a large block of seats
which they will occupy and dispose of to
their friends Thus a large attendance
is almost assured and this fact together
with the example set by the Elks In
coming forward so generously In support
of a Wasbirton musical institution such
as tho Washington Philharmonic Or-

chestra
¬

Is should combine to make the
second concert of th series much more
successful financially than was the first
one

Sam Bernard recently seen at the Co-
lumbia

¬

Theatre this city in The Belle
of Bohemia has signed a contract to re-
turn

¬

to the Weber 4 Fields company next
season to replace David Warfield who
will become a star under themanagement
of David Belasco Bernard was a member
of the original Weber Fields stock com
pany nnd remained with the organization
until he beeame Imbued with tho Idea thit
the great American public was terribly
anxlouB to see him at the head of his own
company in a comedy called The Mar-
quis

¬

of Michigan which had a rather
short and mournful i career

The endeavor- - Mr Warfield
among the Important stars of the eountry
will be watchedwltU not a little concern
by those who JakoJ an Interest In the
success of native plajers He has evi-
denced

¬

an nlmoit extraordinary ability as
a character actor and such eminent art
ibts as Irving and Coquelln have pro-
nounced

¬

his work the best they have seen
in this country1 To the average mind
Warfield Is associated with Hebraic mon
ologists but to hois who are acquainted
with him and re fdmlliir with his tal-
ents

¬

he Is recognized as a wonderfully
clever portraver of roles requiring intel-
ligence

¬

and artistic subtlety

It Is a recognized fact thit Washington
possesses more aspirants for stage honors
than almost any other city In the eountry
so It did not surprise James T Forbes
the press representative of the Grau-Sav-a-

English Opera Company to find In his
mall on his arrival here over a dozen let-

ters
¬

from oung women who want to be-

come
¬

prima donnas A stereotyped letter
much tho same In tone as embryonic au-

thors
¬

receive from publishers when their
efforts are returned with the stamps they
so kindly enclosed sufficed to answer tho
applicants

But cne young woman more ambitious
and persistent than the others Invaded
tho office of the National Theatre Thurs-
day

¬

afternoon and interrupted a conver ¬

sation botween Mr Torhes and tho dra-

matic
¬

editor of Tho Times She was vastly
better looking than the majority of the
femlulno members of operatic organiza-
tions

¬

Briefly she was a soloist In a

local church she wanted to go on the
stage she was perfectly willing to enter
by way of the chorus only she must be ¬

gin at once sbe bad a repertoire that
included many sacred selections had once
sung The Holy City at a vaudeville trial
matinee and could Bins Cood by in a
manner that would certainly win praise
from even Tostl Her tale was runcuatcd
by Mr Forbes Now I on numerous
occasions but the stage struck girl would
have none of the ordinary dismissals
Then It was after she had spoken for over
ten minutes concluding with I simply
must get a position with your company
and I want you to get It for me that Mr
Torbes had his inning He turned loose
his dulcet toned voice and proceeded to
show the maiden how utterly miserable
she would be were she to give up her
happy home parlor with its upright in-

strument
¬

and red piano 1 imp by Its side
and the pile of sacred solos for the
glamor and artificial existence of tho foot-
lights

¬

This was Mr Forbes argument
If you are possessed of the Idea that

life In an opera company Is all ine mad
merry roundelay of Ijric leisure and of
gayety talk for five minutes with the
first breathless prima donna who U re-

leased
¬

from rehearsal You will experi-
ence

¬

an utter change of heart and tho
perspective through which you gaze upen
the songbirds who carol blithely In the
Grau and Savage aviary will be quite
altered

Birds and butterflies thats what tho
public calls the young women who kiug
and those who danee behind the footlights
of the opera The public Is a poet and
subject to giddy flights of fancy The
hardest worked beasts of burden in the
world are the stevedore elephants of India
and the truck horse of Washington The
birds and butterflies of tho Metropolitan
English Grand Optra Company come next
And the birds who sing have pjsslbly a
shade the hardest work than the butter-
flies

¬

who dance
Tho real hard work which a girl must

do who hopes to win a worthy place on
the operatic stage is the long dreary un-

inspired
¬

task of training her vocal or¬

gans into a flexible responsiveness You
may be born with a heavenly voice but
unless you are willing to give hours of
dailj practice to acquiring a correct meth-
od

¬

of using that gift you can never hope
to become an artist

You must mike up your mind to aban-
don

¬

the gayetlcs of girlhood and to prac ¬

tice deep breathing and right voice plac-
ing

¬

while other girls are playing golf or
chattering over C oclock tea You must
eschew late hours and avoid as a pesti-
lence

¬

even Innocent amusements that
would distract jour mind from ao un
dcviatlng pursuit of vocal perfection
Standing for hours at work over singing
exercises will make ou awkward and of
ungraceful carriage To mend these faults
you must practlco dancing and the exer-
cises

¬

of Delsarto Therr you must also
study acting for tho sage business of
Lohengrin Faust Romeo and Juliet

and Carmen Is quite as important as the
lyric performance

You are a lucky girl Indeed if you
find time to eat and sleep In the twenty
four hours of each busy day It takes the
hardest kind of hard work to prepare your-

self
¬

for work lit opera and when It comes
to the time when a singer haB only four or
six hours of rehearsal and practice you
feel that the lyric stage Is really one of
tbo restful professions Perhaps the birds
and butterflies earn more money than the
low browed sons of Italy who break
stones and dig trenches In Washington
streets but the unprejudiced observer
must own that they work harder for it

Well ventured the surprised appli-
cant

¬

how much would I get at first If I
reall did get a position with you

Perhaps 15 possibly 16 If your voice
Is as good as you say It Is

Dont Grace Golden an I Zelle de Lus
san get more than that asked the tholr
singer

Yes they do but theyre prima
donnas ou must remembe They get
bleepers lower berths always and
maids and eabs to and from the hotels
and numerous other little favors from the
management

And do you mean to say I couldnt get
more than sixteen dollars a week

Thats all Im afraid
Huh I can make more than that in the

Pension Office let alono my choir
Then she swept out of the office and Mr

Forbes assured the Times man who had
been an interested and amused listener to
the interview that the Incident was In no
way unusual And yet dramatic writers
will continue to discuss the paucity of
real native talent

Jerome Sykes and Foxy Qulller are
beaded toward Washington and are due
to appear here in a few weeks
Since the initial presentation of the
Smith and DeKoven opera Qulller
has received the approval of Metropolitan
audiences and the larger cities of the
country are now having an opportunity to
learn what an entertaining fellow this
sleuth Is Mr DeKoven has added a
couple of new numbers since the earlier
visit of the opera to Washington other-
wise

¬

the forthcoming production will be
the same that local recreation hunters
appreciated so much several months ago

Manager Daniel Frohman who recently
asserted he could not secure a good play
by a native author and was thus compelled
to resort to the output of foreign dramat-
ists

¬

has made a proposition to the Dra-
matists

¬

Club to accept and produce any
play of American origin which has been
pased upon by a committee of the clubs
members and give It the benefit of as care-
ful

¬

a presentation as he usually does the
pieces that are on view at Dalys In New
York

Mr Frohman protests that he has no
hostility toward the native dramatist but
docs assert with much vehemence that
he is unable to get a suitble piece
from an American writer By suit-
able

¬

Mr Frohman takes refuge behind
a friendly word for a play that wouhl bo
acceptable to the average American au-

dience
¬

might not find favor with a Daly
assemblage which usually requires some-
thing

¬

Englishy and distinctly smart nnd
this lb Just what most of the home writers
for the stage appear unable to turn out

Mr Frohman Is perfectly honest In his
position no doubt yet it does seem
strange at this distance why he was un-

able
¬

to see the many excellent points of
Clyde Fitchs The Climbers which has
just been given by Amelia Bingham at
the Bijou Theatre with quite remarkable
success and which was first offered to
Mr Frohman who In common with a
number of other discerning managers re-

turned
¬

the play to the playwright with
their thanks The Climbers promises
to be one of the big surprises ot the year
and duplicate the business of Henrietta
Crossman s Mistress Nell

The United States Marine Band will
make a fi e weeks tour ot the principal
cities of the country commencing March
18 The trip will take Mr Santelmanns
men as far west as Denver Tho present
band has never been taken on such a tour
with the exception of a weeks engagement
nt the Philadelphia Exposition last year
The Marine Band has an enviable reputa-
tion

¬

throughout the countrv and there Is
every prohabillt that the trip will be
successful financially and otherwise

At this period of open hostility between
the two Nell Gwyn plays some compari-
son

¬

mjj be in order Paul Kester the
author of the Itchan piece builds his
story Indirectly about a sldo Issue mak ¬

ing Nell as friendly third party to a love
affair not her own the heroine of the
piece When tho late Rhea tried this
piece on some of the smaller cities of
the countrv some five or six jears ago
her audiences would not stand for it and
the manusciipt was thrown In the Kester
trunk where it remained Until last year
when tho dramatist determined to enter
the ranks of the American playwrights In

much tho same fahlou that Jefferson
Stockton the California millionaire in

ArUtocracj scaled the walls of New
York soclct bv the London route When
his play was presented across the water
the English seemed to like It Immensely
which immediately created a field for it
on this side

Mr Hazleton shows his Noll as ab-

sorbed
¬

In her passion for the King Mr
Kester had a difficult task to accomplish
if he would make his story as interesting
as tho other and In its very essence it la
contrary to the easy gome plcararc-lov- -

ing character of the historic Noll Be ¬

sides this It is not a straightforward
dramatic theme having neither the In ¬
tensity of sacrifice nor the sympathetic
attraction of successful love Mr Hazle
ton is more natural and human Mr Kes
tcr more practiced and artificial The
mechanical development of Sweet Nell
of Old Drury with Its pitifully obvious
stage devices gives opportunity for soma
spirited action and popular situations
but stands no comparison with the spon ¬

taneity of Mistress Nell

May Irwin tells a funny story about
some of her experiences In connection
with housekeeping Although Ml3s Irwin
Is on the road a great deal sbe main-
tains

¬

her own home which occupies at
least part of the actress time while
there

Our cook left us a few days ago said
she with a depressed air She said she
would not live in a house where anyone
came in and bossed things I suppose
she meant me for 1 tried to explain to
her how I wanted my breakfast prepared
I had to cook the breakfast this morn-
ing

¬

myself That was bad enough but
this afternoon as a direct result ot the
cooks unhappy departure I was placed
In a most embarrassing position

And the mere recollection of it made
the comedienne look mournful Indeed

I started for the Intelligence office
with the firm Intention of getting a good
cook so that neither mother nor myself
should ever have any further bother with
the work When I got there several al ¬

leged cooks were paraded In review be
j fore me but none of them suited While

i was questioning one as to ner rcierence
a good looking modestly dressed woman
entered the place Something about her
appearance impressed me favorably I
said to myself Theres the cook I want
and I started for her I recall now that
the proprietress made an attempt to at-
tract

¬
my attention But I took no notice

of bcr My state of mind was such that
it never occurred to mc that anybody else
could want to procure servants

I louchpd the new arrival n the arm
and said- - You are the very woman I
want for a ccok What are your terms

Mercj She turned slowly put up a
pair of those long handled glasses I tor
get what you tall era and calmly look-
ed

¬

me over
I want a strong washerwoman she

said youre large and look as though
you were strong enough to do our work
What are your terms

I vanished quicker than lightning and
my mother Is still wanting a cook It
you know a good one send her around to
the theatre tonight Ive got to go home
now to cook dinner

Away up on the top floor of the Lafay ¬

ette Theatre building overlooking Penn ¬

sylvania Avenue and commanding a splen-
did

¬

view of the Executive Mansion and ad-
jacent

¬

buildings is a little room beauti-
fully

¬

appointed and as cozy and comforta-
ble

¬
a little corner as one may find in a

days search This Is the study and work-
room

¬
of Walter Clarke Bellows the stage

director of the Lafayette stock company
and consequently the birthplace of marfy
fine effects in the companys productions
which are to the audience simply a matter
of course but In reality are the fruits of
deep thought Ingenuity and experience
Mr Bellows is an earnest and indefatiga-
ble

¬

worker and when not directing re-

hearsals
¬

or performances Is always to be
found In this little room devising new
business for the next weeks play drawing
plots or devoting his energies In some
direction toward furthering the success
of the companys productions

A glance at one of Mr Bellows play
books is of more than ordinary interest
in that it establishes beyond a doubt that
while it may all look very pretty and very
easy from the front the beauty of It
stops at the footlights and with a little
Juggling of Hamlet the rest is
work When a play Is to be produced

drawings are made as an architect makes
them for a house and Mr Bellows his
the plots of every play he has ever staged
First comes the programme then photo-
graphs

¬

of different scenes and after that
the plot of the first act In which the set- -
ting Is drawn In black ink the lights and
their arrangement In blue while the fur-
niture

¬

even down to the small hassock
Is Indicated by red Ink Then follows the
list of properties such as draperies orna-
ments

¬

pictures and the numberless
things that go to the furnishing of a
room Next come the side properties
meaning articles which are brought In by
tho different actors as for Instance a
lamp which a servant brings in or a let-
ter

¬

There Is a plot for the Incidental
music showing at what time It should be-

gin
¬

and when end what style ot music
must be played when loud and when soft
A time sheet Is kept on which Is recorded
the time at which the curtain rises and
the hour ac which It is rung down and
also the number of curtain calls after
each not

The same plan is followed throughout
all the acts and the arrangement Is mar-

velous
¬

every line In the book telling of
Itself the enormous amount of thought
and careful study that has been expend ¬

ed In perfecting the production The
people who sit In the orchestra chairs
think It perfectly natural that a per-

formance
¬

should run smoothly To the
majority it Is only a question of the
actors coming on and saying their lines
and doing Just as they please Irrespec-
tive

¬

of anything in the shape of a rule
In speaking to a Times representative
the other evening Mr Bellows said

It appears that an Idea exists that
only the original stage business may be
used in the production of a play but that
Is entirely erroneous for there are few
if nny productions ever made in which
the business furnished bv the play-
wright

¬

proves adequate As a rule au-

thors
¬

do not understand that particular
branch of dramatic composition as clear-
ly

¬

as they should consequently many
changes are necessary to more easily fit
the situation to acting purposes The
pliilo phy ot it all is beautiful How
few people In the audience ever stop to
reason why an actor enters through a
certain door or why he rises from a
chair and goes to another part of the
stage What difference does it make
which door he uses But It does make
a difference and a great one An actors
every move Is taken with the purpose
of getting Into the most advantageous
position for the scene and ot a given
cue he changes his position accordingly
He Is made to enter through a certain
door because the scene has been studied
out and it has been nroved that his en ¬

trance from that poln will be more ef-

fective
¬

than from any other He goes
up stairs he comes down he enters
right or he exits left In bringing on a
servant the least conspicuous entrance
is utilized for the reason that the char-
acter

¬

Is an unimportant one and must
be considered so in Its treatment The
value of entrances Is one of the most
essential considerations in the produc-
tion

¬

of a play and must be thoroughly
studied out and adhered to

Then in regard to the relative posi-

tions
¬

of players For Instance in a scene
in which the hero denounces the villain
it would hardly seem of moment whether
thf hero were on the right or the left of
the villain but as a matter ot fact the
ereumstance Is of the utmost Importance
The one whose sceno It Is or to put It
more plainly the one who has the most to
do should be on the lefC of the person to
whom be is acting Humanity gererally
ptaklng Is rlght harded and there Is the

cause The actor dominating the scene is
then in an easy position one n which he
can command srenpth and at the samo
time be perfectly free and unrestrained in
bis gestures Were ho on the other side
he would be conceited to turn from the
audierce to a certain degree or to use his
left hand In either case tho effect would
be weak and the climax lost That looks
like a small matter la Itself but the re ¬

sults either way are obvious
To thetmltlated li appears that a player

moves about at will but think of the con
secjvences In suth a case There would be
manv instances on the stage as there are
on the street when two people attempt to
pass each other and both for some unac-

countable
¬

reason persist in going the
same way An actor never moves his po-

sition
¬

crosses the stage nor at any time
makes a noticeable movement that has not
been assigned him according to the direc

tions of the stage manager Should thoi
In the audience atop to think It all out ani
to remind themselves that everything witbeing done according to schedule as It
were and that the leading man embraced
the leading woman simply because he wus
directed to do so and not through any In-
clination

¬
on his own part the romanco

would undoubtedly be knocked out ot the
play but It Is an Intensely Interesting
study and a beautiful one

Theatrical life has many phases and
I have been through nearly all ot them
I started out as a stage struck boy fully
convinced that I could play Hamlet
and that my Othello would revolution-
ize

¬

the stage but I learned before Ions
that there were several ahead ot me
and was forced like many others to the
realization that ones own opinion Isnt
worth much after all I am authority
on the disadvantages of one night stands
and the dismal experience of being
stranded many miles from home Is an
old story I had my first real oppor-
tunity

¬

sixteen years ago at the Lyceum
Theatre New York during tho early
days of that house and since then my
road has beena hard one of course but
I think I may say that success has not
been denied me Last summer I had a
stock company of my own In Denver and
I expect to have ono there during the
coming summer which will Include some
of the players of our present company
A stock company Is not an easy one to
form It took Daniel Frohman a year
to get Just the people he wanted for his
Lyceum Theatre company The players
must work well together and the stage
director must know their fitness and
capability in order to give satisfactory
performances

Mr Bellows confesses to a hobby
which Is an almost Invaluable library
In his collection may be found a copy
of any play one may name and many
rare editions of old plays which have
been secured at odd times and places
In addition to these there are many
autograph ietters from players whose
names are to the present generation only
a matter of history A programme an ¬

nouncing the appearance of Edmund
Keene in 1810 is highly prized not to
meutlon Interesting souvenirs of famous
stage folk of the present day among the
latter beng a proof programme of The
Ch istlan bearing Hall Calnes auto ¬
graph Mr Bellows staged The Chris-
tian

¬
for Viola Allen and In considera-

tion
¬

of the great success of the play
naturally feels a Just pride In anything
pertaining to the production

Edward H Sothern will have a new play
for his use next year It la called Rich ¬

ard Lovelace and Is from the pen of
Laurence Irving a son of Henry Irving
who Is no novice at playwrlting having
rroduced several worthy efforts notwith ¬
standing his somewhat tender years Mr
Sothern may give the new play a trialperformance In the spring and then hold
it In reserve until next fall There Is nopart In the offering suitable for Mrs
Sothern Virginia Harned and she will iiconsequence be seeu In a new comedy as a
star

The Census Office reports take no notice
of the crop of comic opera stars but
George Bowles a very estimable gentleman
who Is connected with the business man ¬
agement of the Alice Neilson company has
been observing the crop reports of theoperatic stage for some years and has
made the profound and Important dlscov
ery that most of the principal prima don ¬

nas come from what he terms the prima
donna belt otherwise the valley of the
Mississippi River and Its tributaries and
in that territory was born nearly every
American prima donna of any note And
it is a fact also one that has hitherto
strangely passed unnoticed although
worthy of the most earnest scientific
thought and research by students of hu ¬

man phenomena
What is there about the great Father of

Waters that makes him asaume the pa ¬

ternity of all our greatest singers Is
there musical education in the song that
he sings as he rolls in mighty majesty
toward the Cult Is there something la
the climate of the fertile valley that is
trioite to him that breeds melody in its
inhabitants Does tho fecund soil of this
wonderful region possess virtues that gen-
erate

¬

vocal superiority In tho human being
who is born upon it as well as richness
and nutritiveness In the vegetation that Ityields

Some of the product of the belt are
Alice Nelisen Lillian Ru3ell Delia Fox
Pauline Hall Hilda Clark Jessie Bartlett
Davis Dorothy Morton Grace Golden
Emma Abbott Helen Bertram and Vir-
ginia

¬
Earl

Alice Nelisen the young prima donna
who is now singing at the head of her
own company U a fair product of th
Mississippi Valley for she was born at
Nashville Tenn and spent mot of theyears of her life previous to going on the
operatic stage in that city and In Kansas
City where tho Kaw and Missouri meet

Lillian Russell was born on the banks
of the Mississippi at Clinton Iowa Nellie
Leonard was her name while she was
growing to womadhOjd in ChLago whither
sne was taken Dy ner parents while stillquite young

St Louis as the largest city on the
Mississippi premises that something about
me great river is productive of vocal
talent quite properly takes first place
as the home of American ODera sincere
and offers as Its quota Delia Fox who
first sought fame by going out from her
native city as the child soubrette cf the
old Dixon Sketch Club and Dorothy Mor-
ton

¬

who has been at the head of her own
company on several occasions

Pauline Hall whose successes In comic
opera and more recently In vaudeville are
quite remarkable was born in Cincinnati
on the banks of the Ohio one nt the
largest tributaries of the Mississippi At
that time she bore the unpoetical name
of ScLmlttgall

Hilda Clark the prima donna of the
Bostonians is a native of Leavenworth
on the Mississippis big western tributary
the Missouri

Helen Bertram the prima donna cf
Klaw Erlangers new opera Foxy
Qulller comes from near the banks ot
the Wabash at Paris III

And Jessie Bartlett Davis the contralto
until a short time ago a member of the
Bostonians and who made her vaudeville
debut this season while hailing from Chi-
cago

¬

for a number of years past Is not a
native of that cty as many people sup-
pose

¬

but was born on a farm on the Illi-
nois

¬

River in Grundy County III
Grace Golden the former Castle Square

Opera Companys favorite only ads proof
to the original statement She wa3 born
at New Harmony Ind a place which Isnt
always on the map but is on the Ohio
River near its junction with the Wabash

The late Emma Abbott too confirmed
the assertion She was born in Illinois
near Peoria

And last but not least In the hearts of
theatregoers comes the dainty Virginia
Earle of The Girl Trom Up There com-
pany

¬
who proudly proclaims Chicago as

her birth place
The captious one may say But Uicse

are not all our American singers Quite
true but they are pretty mostly all the
distinguished comic opera singers How ¬

ever for argument a few more may be
named

Marguerite Reid is another prima donna
of the Bostonians and now a reigning vo
cal favorite in London Where was she
born7 In Indiana near the old Ohio

And Louise Elsslng Cecil Eissing Nel-
lie

¬

Braggins nnd Fatmali Dlanl where
did they first see the sun rise Riglf on
the Mississippi at St Louis

Catherine Linyard Ada Somen and Ma
bella Baker are all natives of Illiuoi
while Jennie Dutton comes from Daven ¬

port Iowa and Mae St John the con-
tralto

¬

from Richmond Ind
As a final test there was a new prima

donna last season 1 lunched in the opera
called The Princess Chic Perhaps mic
was the exception that proves the rule
Not a bit of It Her name Is Minnie Ie
thot and the Mississippi bred her too
for she was born at Davenport Iowa

William Greet who Is well known In
America as the manager ot the English
company that has for tho past four years
presented The Sign of the Cross will
send another company to this country
with a new play next season


